
How to: Get new copies, or update your identification documents
Washington state offices are seeing more customers requesting copies of, or changes to, 
their vital records like birth certificates, driver licenses, or state ID cards. This guide intends to 
help Washingtonians through those processes.

Birth Certificates (Washington State Department of Health)
*Note: This information applies only to births that occurred within Washington state.

How to get a birth certificate
New parents must order a birth certificate from the state or county health department. 
Hospitals do not order certificates; parents must order a certificate. Births not administered 
by a hospital or licensed professional require additional verification. If you have lost an 
existing birth certificate, you may order a “certified copy” from the state.

How to change or correct a birth certificate
Most birth certificate amendments require proof of identity and a signed affidavit. There 
are different instructions for different types of corrections. The process is usually done 
by mail. For more information, call 360-236-4300 or email VitalRecordsCorrections@doh.
wa.gov. 

How long does it take to amend a birth certificate?
Six months. For urgent requests, ask for a “priority amendment” by calling 360-236-4300 or 
emailing VitalRecordsCorrections@doh.wa.gov.

How much do birth certificates cost? Is financial assistance available?
New birth certificates typically cost $20-40. Certified copies cost between $18-25 per 
document. Fees may be waived for many SNAP-eligible families, unhoused individuals, 
and disabled veterans.

Are language services available?
Telephone service is available in Spanish. Call 360-236-4300 and choose option 8. 

Driver License or State ID (Washington State Department of Licensing)
*Note: Both state IDs and driver licenses are available in “standard” or “enhanced” versions. 
Enhanced IDs are REAL ID-compliant, allowing you to fly within the United States and cross to 
and from Canada and Mexico by land.

How to get a driver license or ID card
Make an appointment to visit a local licensing office. Bring required identity documents. 
Pay a fee. At your appointment, you’ll fill out some paperwork and have your photo taken. 
After your appointment, you’ll be given a temporary ID card. Your permanent ID will arrive 
1-2 weeks later by mail.

If you want an enhanced license or ID, you must bring additional documents and pay an 
additional fee. 
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https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/vital-records/ordering-vital-record
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/washingtons-public-health-system/washington-state-local-health-jurisdictions
https://doh.wa.gov.mcas-gov.ms/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/422-121-HowtoRegisterUnattendedHomeBirthPacket.pdf?McasCtx=4&McasTsid=20892
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/vital-records/how-correct-record/changing-birth-certificates
mailto:VitalRecordsCorrections@doh.wa.gov
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https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/extdriveses/ESP/NoLogon/_/
https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/documents-proof-identity
https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/driver-licensing-fees
https://dol.wa.gov/driver-licenses-and-permits/enhanced-driver-license-edl/get-enhanced-driver-license-edl


You may renew or replace your license online, in-person at a licensing office, or by phone 
at 360-902-3900.

How to change or correct a license or state ID
Most corrections can be done in-person at a licensing office. Make sure to bring necessary 
documents.

How long does it take?
Appointments may or may not be available right away. If you bring all necessary 
documents to your appointment, you will be given a temporary ID. A permanent ID will 
come in the mail 1-2 weeks later.

How much does it cost? Is financial assistance available?
Fees vary. A standard ID costs $61, and an enhanced ID costs $103. A standard license 
costs $111, and an enhanced license costs $153. Your card will be good for six years.

Some recipients of public assistance qualify for a $5 ID card. Unhoused individuals may 
qualify for a free ID card. For more information, visit a local office or call 360-902-3900.

Are language services available?
To request an interpreter for a licensing office appointment, email LanguageAccess@dol.
wa.gov.

Passport (U.S. Department of State)
How to get a passport
Post offices, county auditors, and some local governments offer passport services. Use this 
tool to find a location near you. Make an appointment in advance.

For imminent international travel or life-and-death circumstances, make an appointment 
with the Seattle Passport Office.

How to change or correct a passport
Instructions vary; different corrections require different forms. Visit this page or call 1-877-
487-2778 for assistance.

How long does it take to get a passport?
Standard processing takes 4 to 6 weeks. Expedited processing takes 2 to 3 weeks. 

How much does it cost? Is financial assistance available?
Adult passports cost $165. Minor passports cost $135. There are additional fees for 
expedited processing (~$60). Passport photo services may cost extra as well.

Fees waivers are available in cases of financial hardship. A waiver might be considered 
public assistance, however, and could factor negatively into immigration proceedings. 
If you have any questions about how receiving such a fee waiver might affect your 
immigration status or ongoing proceedings, please contact an immigration attorney.

Are language services available?
No.

Apostille (Washington State Secretary of State)
An apostille is a state certification that a legal document is valid. It is often required by 
foreign governments. Countries outside of the Hague Convention of 1961 may require 
additional authentication.
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How to get an apostille for a document
Apostille services are available by mail or in-person in Tumwater or Cheney. Documents 
must be unaltered original or certified copies. Documents must be issued by a Washington 
government, court, or notary. Out-of-state documents must be certified by that state.

It is recommended to contact Apostilles@sos.wa.gov before mailing your documents to 
check to make sure everything is ready for approval.

How long does it take?
7 to 10 days is standard. Expedited processing takes 2 to 3 business days. Same-day service 
is available in-person at the Tumwater or Cheney offices.

When filing by mail, it is recommended to include a trackable return envelope. Your 
document may ship faster, and you will know when to expect it.

How much does it cost? Is financial assistance available?
$15 per document. For expedited processing, you’ll pay $100 for up to 10 documents. 
Same-day, in-person processing costs $150 for up to 10 documents. 

Are language services available?
Language services may be available upon request in French, Japanese, Russian, and 
Spanish. Email apostilles@sos.wa.gov. 
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