STATE OF WASHINGTON
—= OFFICE OF GOVERNOR BOB FERGUSON =—

June 1, 2026

The Honorable Members of the Washington State Legislature:

I am pleased to support this first quarterly report detailing the Washington State Department of
Licensing’s (DOL) ongoing efforts to safeguard the personal information of Washington
residents and ensure compliance with state law.

Washington state has long been recognized as a national leader in protecting personal data. As
federal data-sharing practices and enforcement priorities have evolved, state agencies continue to
evaluate and strengthen measures that protect Washingtonians’ privacy and ensure compliance
with state laws, including the Keep Washington Working Act, while preserving essential public
safety functions. Staff from the Governor’s Office and several state agencies are in regular
contact with their counterparts in other states to learn from and share best practices. Consistent
with this commitment, DOL has undertaken significant actions to limit inappropriate access to
state driver and vehicle records and strengthen oversight of information-sharing systems.

As the federal government develops new ways to weaponize our data, our staff are working to

identify and address emerging threats. Our partnership with community organizations has been
critical in identifying potential misuse of data, and we remain committed to working alongside
our communities to strengthen protections and prevent abuse.

This report highlights several key actions taken by DOL in collaboration with the Washington
State Patrol (WSP), including the termination or suspension of Driver and Plate Search (DAPS)
and International Justice and Public Safety Network (Nlets) access for federal agencies that have
not met Washington’s authorization requirements, as well as the implementation of restrictions
on searches associated with federal civil immigration enforcement activities.

In addition to describing the policy and operational actions, the report provides information
regarding the use of DAPS and the Driver Information and Adjudication System (DIAS) by
federal, state, and local agencies. Looking ahead, with resources provided by the Legislature for
fiscal year 2027 (which begins on July 1, 2026), DOL and WSP are expanding data collection
and reporting capabilities related to Nlets. Beginning in September 2026, future reports will
include comparable statistical information regarding access to and use of DOL data through this
nationwide network.

I am proud that our state’s Keep Washington Working Act (KWW) is one of the strongest and
most comprehensive laws in the nation that prevents state government resources from being used
for federal civil immigration enforcement. Coupled with the Courts Open To All Act (COTA),
the two laws make Washington state a national leader in protecting immigrant rights. Roughly a
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dozen states have statewide policies that are similar to the KWW, but Washington is a leader in
this space. Not only does Washington’s law limit state and local police support for federal civil
immigration enforcement, but—unlike most states—KWW also applies to multiple public
systems, like schools, shelters and health care facilities.

I appreciate the Legislature’s continued support of efforts to protect the privacy, security, and
personal information of Washington residents while ensuring that law enforcement agencies
retain access to information necessary to carry out legitimate public safety responsibilities. I look
forward to continuing our partnership to protect Washington’s immigrant communities,
strengthen privacy protections, and advance public safety objectives.

Sincerely,

Bob Ferguson
Governor



